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(UNPROFOR) to have been involved in attacks
on civilians.

On February 9, 1994, NATO responded to
the Secretary General’s request by authorizing
air operations, if needed, using agreed coordina-
tion procedures with UNPROFOR. The North
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s decision set a
deadline for the withdrawal of heavy weapons
within 20 kilometers of the center of Sarajevo
or for the regrouping and placement of such
weapons under United Nations control. As of
February 21, 1994, all heavy weapons found
within the Sarajevo exclusion zone, unless con-
trolled by UNPROFOR, would be subject to
NATO air strikes. In response to the NATO
ultimatum, heavy weapons were removed from
the exclusion zone or placed in collection sites
under UNPROFOR control.

On August 5, 1994, Bosnian Serb forces en-
tered an UNPROFOR heavy weapons collection
site near the town of Ilidza and removed several
heavy weapons—a tank, two armored personnel
carriers, and a 30mm anti-aircraft system. An
UNPROFOR helicopter dispatched to monitor
the situation was fired upon and was forced
to make an emergency landing. UNPROFOR
troops were unsuccessful in attempting to regain
custody of the weapons. As a result,
UNPROFOR requested assistance from NATO
forces in finding the weapons so they could be
retrieved or destroyed. NATO responded by
making various French, Dutch, British, and U.S.
aircraft available for air strikes, if necessary.

Unable to locate the specific weapons re-
moved from the collection site, UNPROFOR
and NATO decided to proceed against other

targets in the Sarajevo exclusion zone. Accord-
ingly, on August 5, a U.S. A–10 aircraft strafed
a Bosnian Serb M–18 76mm self-propelled anti-
tank gun located inside the exclusion zone. No
U.S. personnel were injured or killed nor was
U.S. equipment damaged in connection with this
action. Later on August 5, the Bosnian Serbs
called the UNPROFOR Commander, General
Rose, and asked him to call off the attacks.
They offered to return the heavy weapons that
they had taken from the storage site. General
Rose agreed and the weapons were returned
to UNPROFOR’s control.

I took these actions in conjunction with our
allies in order to carry out the NATO decision
and to answer UNPROFOR’s request for assist-
ance. As I earlier reported to you, our continued
efforts are intended to assist the parties to reach
a negotiated settlement to the conflict. I have
directed the participation by U.S. Armed Forces
in this effort pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority to conduct the foreign relations of the
United States and as Commander in Chief and
Chief Executive.

I am grateful for the continuing support the
Congress has provided, and I look forward to
continued cooperation with you in this endeavor.
I shall communicate with you further regarding
our efforts for peace and stability in the region.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Members of the Senate on Anticrime Legislation
August 22, 1994

Dear lllll:
This week, the Senate has an historic chance

to move us beyond old labels and partisan divi-
sions by passing the toughest, smartest Crime
Bill in our nation’s history.

I want to congratulate members of Congress
in both houses and both parties who have
reached across party lines and worked in good
faith to produce this Crime Bill. This isn’t a

Democratic Crime Bill or a Republican Crime
Bill—it’s an American Crime Bill, and it will
make a difference in every town, every city,
and every state in our country.

The Crime Bill produced by House and Sen-
ate conferees and passed yesterday by Demo-
crats and Republicans in the House achieves
all the same objectives as the bipartisan Crime
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Bill which the Senate passed last November by
a vote of 95 to 4.

Many of the central provisions of this Crime
Bill were included in the Senate bill:

* Nearly $9 billion to put 100,000 new police
officers on our streets in community policing;

* An additional $4.6 billion for federal, state
and local law enforcement (a 25% increase
above the Senate bill);

* $9.9 billion for prisons (a 30% increase
above the Senate bill), coupled with tough truth-
in-sentencing requirements that will shut the re-
volving door on violent criminals;

* Life imprisonment for repeat violent of-
fenders by making three-strikes-and-you’re-out
the law of the land;

* Federal death penalties for the most hei-
nous of crimes, such as killing a law enforce-
ment officer;

* A ban on handgun ownership for juveniles;
* Registration and community notification to

warn unsuspecting families of sexual predators
in their midst;

* A ban on 19 semiautomatic assault weapons,
with specific protection for more than 650 other
weapons; and

* Innovative crime prevention programs, such
as the Community Schools program sponsored
by Senators Danforth, Bradley, and Dodd, and
the Violence Against Women Act sponsored by
Senators Biden, Hatch, and Dole.

One of the most important elements of this
Crime Bill is the creation of a Violent Crime
Reduction Trust Fund, which ensures that every
crime-fighting program in the bill will be paid
for by reducing the federal bureaucracy by more
than 270,000 positions over the next six years.
The idea for the Trust Fund came from Sen-
ators Byrd, Mitchell, Biden, Gramm, Hatch, and
Dole, and the Senate approved it by a vote
of 94 to 4. The Trust Fund will ensure that
the entire Crime Bill will be fully paid for, not
with new taxes, but by reducing the federal bu-
reaucracy to its lowest level in over 30 years.

The Senate led the way in passing these im-
portant anti-crime proposals last November, and
I urge you to take up this Crime Bill in the
same bipartisan spirit that marked that debate.
The American people have waited six years for
a comprehensive Crime Bill. It’s time to put
politics aside and finish the job. After all the
hard work that has gone into this effort by mem-
bers of both parties acting in good faith, we
owe it to the law-abiding citizens of this country
to pass this Crime Bill without delay.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Senators of
the 103d Congress. This letter was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 23.

Remarks on Signing the King Holiday and Service Act of 1994
August 23, 1994

Good morning. Thank you. Please be seated.
It was such a beautiful and, for August, a cool
summer day, we thought we ought to move to
the Rose Garden today and give us all a chance
to enjoy this wonderful beauty.

Senator Wofford, Congressman Lewis, Martin
Luther King III, Mr. Segal, ladies and gentle-
men, we’re here for the signing of the King
Holiday and Service Act of 1994. And I have
some words I want to say about that, but if
I might, I’d like to mention a few things about
the service that the Congress is engaged in per-
forming at the present moment with regard to
the crime bill.

On Sunday evening Democrats and Repub-
licans in the House produced a victory for all
Americans by passing the bill. They showed that
with a little faith and a lot of hard work, they
could reach across the partisan divide that have
held this country back for too long to pass a
bill that is both tough and smart, that is firm
and compassionate, that gives us a chance to
lower the crime rate and make our people safer.

Many of the best ideas in the bill were ones
contributed by both Democrats and Repub-
licans: to put 100,000 police on the streets, to
keep violent offenders off the streets with longer
sentences and ‘‘three strikes and you’re out,’’
to prohibit juveniles from owning handguns, to
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